| Gardening in the Month of November

Here are a few gardening tasks and projects that you can do this menth to
help keep your garden looking it's best for the rest of this season, and
_prepare for the long cold winter and upcoming spring.

Perennials, annuals, and bulbs Make sure that the canes of your climbing
roses and other vining plants are securely fastened to their supports.
Winter winds can whip and severely damage unprotected plants. Don't tie
them so tightly that the string or twist-tie cuts into the stem.

I recommend using a length of an old nylon stocking because it will stretch
as the plant grows, rather than cutting info the stem, as string will do.

Mound five to six inches of soil around the bases of your hardy fuchsias and
roses. Use soi/ from another part of the garden, rather than risking damage
to the roots by digging around the base of the plant.

Cut Chrysanthemum stems to 2-3 inches from the soil once they have begun
to die back.

You can continue to ‘rrqnsplan'r your perennials Thr‘oughou’r the fall and
winter, as long as they remain dormant.

Tulip bulbs rnay still be planted in the ear-ly‘ par"r of the month.

Tender bulbs should be dug up and stored in a cool, dar'k area after first
frost.

Be sure that your tender plants are protected from frost. Mulching with
bark, sawdust or straw will help create a blanket of protection over the root
system. Should the weather get suddenly cold, place burlap, cloth or dark
plastic over your fender plantsto give them some added protection from the
cold. Be sure to remove this covering when the weather has stabilized],

Shrubs and trees One of the most asked questions at this time of year is
“when can I transplant my shrubs and frees?" This month and throughout
the next several months will be good times to transplant trees and shrubs.
At this time of the year, most ornamentals have entered into dormancy, and




can be safely dug and replanted.

The key to transplanting is to dig a large root ball (gef as much of the root
system as is possible). Equally important, is getting the plant back into the
prepared soil as quickly as possible, to keep the roots from drying out.
(Only a transplanting fertilizer should be used at this fime of the year.)
Large frees or shrubs should be staked to protect them from wind whipping
during winter storms. Keep them staked until the roots have a chance to

develop and anchor them.

As soon as the leaves fall from fruit trees, shade or flowering trees,
raspberries and other deciduous plants, they can be sprayed for the first
time with a dormant spray. This spraying helps control over-wintering insects
and diseases, Apply according to label instructions.

Prune your evergreens to shape.

Fruits and veggies Cut the tops off your asparagus plants, and add a winter
dressing of aged manure to the bed.

Cover strawberries two inches deep with hay or straw.

Secure your raspberry canes to stakes to protect them from wind whipping.

Lawn If you haven't already applied a fall or winter type of lawn ferﬁlfzer
(20-9-9), now is the time to do it. This encourages good root development
and helps improve the color of the lawn. Lime can also be applied, if needed.

Give your lawn a good raking to lift away accumulations of debris.

Keep leaves raked from the lawn. They should be composted. Alternatively,
you can just mow over them, turning them to a mulch which adds important
nutrients back to the lawn.

House Plants Winter heating dries the air out in your home considerably.
Help your house plants survive by misting them or placing the potsona
pebble filled tray of water to ensure adequate humidity and moisture.

Pot up some spring flowering bulbs for indoor ¢olor during the winter. Store




the pots in a cool, dark place, until new growth emerges from the soil, and
then move them to a bright window.

Continue to watch for insect or disease damage and take the necessary
steps to control the problem. '

Odds and ends Please feed the birds and other small creatures which may
not be able to find food due to snow on the ground or other causes.

Their natural food sources have pretty much dried up by this time of the
year. For only a few dollars you can feed an enormous number of birds.

You don't have to be a bird watcher to enjoy the feeling that you get when
you've helped out one of God's creatures.

Drain your hoses and put them away so they don’t freeze and burst.

Continue to watch for insect, slug and snail, or disease damage throughout
the garden, and take the necessary steps to control the problem.

Use small stakes or markers where you've planted bulbs or late starting
spring plants in the perennial garden, to avoid disturbing them when you
begin spring soil preparation. If you feel that stakes don't fit your landscape
style.... you might consider marking stones with fingernail polish or paint, and
set them on the planting spot (painted side down) '

When you have finished your last mowing of the year, make sure that it is
properly stored. Run it until it is out of fuel.... old gas can turn to varnish,
and severely damage the engine.

Clean and oil your garden tools for winter storage. Place some sand and some
oil in a large bucket, then slide your garden tools in and out of the sand.
"This will do an excellent job of cleaning them, as well as applying a light coat
of oil to prevent rusting. This is also a good month to restock any tools that
have seen better days, while the prices are lower.




Gardening in the Month of December

If you have been keepmg up with your gardenmg tasks for the last few
months, you should be able 1o take it pretty easy this month; (af Jeast in the
garden.)

There are a few things to keep an eye on, and a few optional things you can
do in the garden. Your biggesf concern will probably be tending to your house

plants.

This year, consider purchasing a living Christmas tree for your home.

They really aren't that much more expensive than a cut tree. This is an
excellent way to improve your landscape, and at the same time, save a tree.
Before bringing a living tree into the house, water it thoroughly.

Living Christmas trees should not be kept in the house for' any fonger than 10

days.

Perennials, annuals, and bulbs If you potted up some bulbs, such as
hyacinths, daffodils or tulips, last September for winter forcing, keep an
eye on them. Make sure they remain moist, and in the dark until they have

established their root systems.
Tt is possible that they have already filled their containers with roots and

that the new top growth has begun. If this is so, bring theminto the house

and set them in a cool reom, in indirect light.
After a week or so, move them into bright light, and watch them go to town!

Check on any corms and tubers which you dug up, and stored this fall.
~ Remove and discard any which show signs of disease or rot.

Shrubs and trees Winfer rains tend to make you forget about watering your
garden, However, plants and shrubs which are growing beneath large
evergreens or under the eaves of the house, may be bone dry by this time.
Lack of water in the cold winter months can be fatal to many of these plants.

A quick check will let you know if you need to do a little winter watering.

T there is a sudden drop in The temperature, provide extra protection for
your more tender flowering plants like Rhodedendrons, Camellias, Azaleas

and Daphne.




You can provide Temporary, emergency protection by driving in three of four
stakes around the plant, and then simply covering the plant with some type
of cloth, like burlap, a sheet or an old blanket.

Don't let this material come into direct contact with the leaves of fhe plant.
Remove the cover completely, as soon as the weather moderates. '

December is a good month to take cuttings of rhododendrons, azaleas, and
other evergreen shrubs. The cutting should be taken from new tip growth,
and kept in bright light, at about 70 degrees f.

Lawn Stay of f frozen grasstlf House Plants Glossy leaved house plants such
as Philodendrons, Rubber plants, and Palms should be sponged of f
periodically, to allow them to breathe.

Plants which have fuzzy, textured, or other non-glossy type leaves should be
set in the sink and sprayed gently with room temperature water, until the
dust is cleaned away. Be sure that the foliage is allowed to dry completely.

Provide your house plants with extra humidity by grouping plants together,
or by setting the pots on leakproof trays filled with moistened pebbles.

If you successfully kept last years plants alive, and have been keeping it in
14 hours of darkness since September, your Poinsettias and and Christmas .
cactus should be ready bring back into the living room by December first.

With the proper care, these Christmas plants will remain beautiful for many
weeks.

s+ They prefer to be kept on the cool side, 65-70 degrees during the day
and 55-60 at night.

o Keep them in bright, natural light whenever possible.

« Keep them away frem heat sources.

» Keep them out of drafts.

» Be sure to water them when they become dry.

» Never callow them to stand in water for more than an hour.

Odds and ends Take care of our feathered friends! Keep your bird feeder
filled, especially when there is snow on the ground.




Don't let your hose freeze and burst. Stretch it out with both ends open, to
allow the water to drain completely. Coil it up and put it away.

Make sure your outdoor faucets are covered to protect them from freezing.
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Wilt-Pruf Products, Inc
P Box 469
Essex, CT 06426

1-800-972-0725

Wikk-Prif® ... The Safe Way To
Reduce Moisture Loss When Plants
Ara Undar Water Siress

Wilt-Pruf® is a matural pine ofl emulsion that is NOM-
HAZARDOUS, ORGANIC, AND BIODEGRADABLE, It is not
darnaged by freezing during storage, it has an indefinite
sheff life, and is non-toxic to eyes and skin. Wilt-Pruf@
spray dries to form a clear rensparent and flexible
protactive coating without interfering with plant growth
or materially affecting respiration, csmosis, or
phetosynthesis.

Wilt-Pruf® does nok require registration with the EPA
because we make no pesticidal claims. We also meet
specifications of the FCA for use on edible cops.

Ultravioiet rays from outdoor daylight react with our film
forming polymer to form a coating which is ke having
numarous bed sheets on a bed. When the top shest is
removed, there ara still many mom sheets lefe. The same
phenomenon is true with Wilt-Pruf@. As the outside layer
wears off with the sun, wind, and rain and powders
away, another layer farms.
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Sitill the Best....
Anti-Transpirant for Over &0
Years!

Protects valushie shrubs such as evergreens,
thododendrons, azaleas, hollizs, boxwood, lBural, ard
mwny gther ornamentals when under water stress - by
reducing moishira loss through foliage.

vl

BURRd

» Protecs against cold drying winds of winter and
hot drying winds of summer.

x Protects plants when roots sre fmmn in the
winter depriving them of heir normal maisture
intake as well as during periods of drought.

» Protects ender transpiants while thelr oot
systems are developing. Tubers and bulbs do
better in starage when first sprayed or dipped
with Wiltt-Praf@.

= Protects and extends the lifie of Christmas trees
and wreaths by reducing molsture loss which
results n néedls deop and browning.

Untreated Treated

This process continues untl all the fayers have wem off
which takes three or fur months and sometimes longer
dapending on climatic conditions.

Wilk-Pruf@® is the only harticulture anti-transpirant that
has the ability to provide this [ong lasting pratection.
Other anti- transpirants provide a single coating only, and
when that coating cracks and falls off or wears off with
the weather {perhiaps as s0on s two or thres weaks)
thera s no protzction kit

Wifl-Pruf® Guards Against Moisture
Loss Year Round

Wilt-Prui® protects many types ef
valuahle shrubs and orramentals.

These broagdleaf evergreens have a
natural ability to survive when normal
water intaka throtgh the root system is
curtafed during drought or when the
around is frazen. Bust if the plants have
been recently transplanted or if they are
exposed o severe drying winds ot
extreme conditions, they may not have
ennugh moisture built up in their foliage
to survive fong periods without absorbing
water. Wik-Prof® gives them the added protection they
need during thase long er severe pericds of water stress.

On arborvitae, cedar, cypress, and Juniper, it i impostant

htip://www.wiltpruf.com/Home/Protection/tabid/393/Default.aspx

Helpful Hints & Recommendations

® For summer protection, dilue with 1 part

eoncentate to 10 parts of water, A part may

be any measured quantity.

For winter protection, dilute with 1 part

concentrate to 5 parts of water.

For buily storage protection, Gip oF spray to

run-off at a dilation rate of 1 part conzenirate

to 10 parts of water and allow to dry in
daylight.

e Sprayers shovid be cleaned thoroughly by
rinsing with warm water and datergent
immediately after use.

» Surfates sprayed inadveriently moy be
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10 wait until kate fall whan these spedes have had a
chante tz harden off and the moisture in the follage has
retreated to the oot system for the winter, If ebundant
moisture is left n the follege of those species, and an
earfer than normal deep freeze should occur, moistura in
the piant calls could freeze and burst causing damage.

s aeleition o Ready-to-Lise Trigger-Sprayers, Wil-Pruf@
is available in Pt {.47 ters), Quart £.95 Gters), Goflon
(3.8 fters), 5 Gallon (19 fiters), 30 Galon {114 lters) and
55 Gallon (200 fters) containers.

Wait-Priffd concanirate should be added to water - not
water to Wilt-Pruf®. Continuous agitation is not
necessary. I separation should ocour, contsiner needs
only to be stired or shaken.

Page 2 of 2

washed with warm water and a mild
detergent. Pried film can be disscived with
difficutty using kerosene. Jver-spraying on
cars, terraces, wirdows, efc. should always be
avoided.

Wile-Pruf® concentrate and ready-to-use
spRsy Cantainers are not damaged by freszing
or thawing when storad. They will not solidify
whan thawed, but must be shaken well before
uwing.

Wiit-Pruf® must be allawed o dry cutdoors in
daylight {not necessarily sunfighi) shce Els 3
film ferming polymer and needs uliraviolet
rays in arder for the spray to sat up o
polymeriza.

Once mixed, Wilt-Prufi® may be sprayad with
any pressure ype tombone, pump or powar
sprayer except hose end, The more pressurs,
Hha baller the spray patterrd Spray Wil-Prul®
anytime as fong as the spray does not freeze
on the foliage while spraving. Alflow two or
thrae hours for drying time in daylight (not
necessarily sunlght). Spray once zach season
{every three months).
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