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Landscapes
to Love

With the right planning,
gardens can be glorious
every day of the year

BY MARY VINNEDGE

couares of RuTGess

As Featured in October/November of
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EVEN IN WINTER, NEW JERSEY GARDENS CAN BE A JOY TO BEHOLD.

The winning formula combines carcful sclection of
plants and other landscape elements with atcention to
views, say Jim Brophy of Rutgers Landscape &
Nursery in Ringoes; Mike Todé of Todé, the Artistry
of Landscape in Midland Park; and Bill Dear of Dear
Garden Associates Inc. in Pipersville, Pennsylvania.
One key is to think beyond color, they advise.
“We draw pleasure from textures and form that are
reresting as well as from seasonal changes,” Dear
says. “We draw pleasure from the anticipation of
the different seasons. Fragrance is always something

0 laok forward to — from llacs, for example.”
Placement is key also. First, you must consider
wha the plants need (such as sun, soil, warer) and
then what the humans wane. “We often start with
the view from the window over the kitchen sink
because people spend a lot of time there,” Dear says.
“We try to keep that a good view year-tound.”
Brophy and his tcam stand at wi

loves and on ter-
races 10 make sure the landscape fearures can be appre-
ciated. *Well also stand in the sucer and make sure the
driveway view is nice.” he adds. *In winter we doni

Opposite: The peeling
bark and yellow leaves
of rver birch put on a

foliage of oakleaf
hydrangea, spiraca and
Itea virginica (Virginia
sweetspire). At night,
accent lighting enhances
the ormamental value of
fiver birch,

is page, top: In winter,

can enhance garden
interest, including
snow-covered sculpture
and a bird feeder that
attracts  titmouse,
“This page, bottom:
Serviceberry has white
spring blooms and red.

disrupt the blooms of
hardy camellias, » Winter-
berry holy stands out n &
snowy landscape.

PLANTS FOR YEAR-ROUND INTEREST

PLANT BEST FEATURES/WHEN SPECIAL NOTES
i June tc ir about 20 feet i
tan/light gray bark
constantly moist
Witch hazel i i i
variety) last 3-4 weeks
“China Snow’ lilac fragrant white blooms in June; cinnamon-colored about 15 feet high and wide
exfoliating bark
fall foliage 25 feet tall, 20 feet wide
River birch ‘exfoliating brown bark 30-40 feet tall, 20-30 feet wide
k bl in M: 60 10 feet tall, 6 feet wide

Shiraz magnolia wine-colored blossoms 10feet tal, 6 feet wide

gnoli h about 15 feet tall and wide

Crape myrtle mmer i inks, whit i
bark; seedpods; fallfoliage can be red, bronzy, yellow;
elegant branching patterns/forms

shrubs and miniature shrubs; ead labels;
flowers fallso don't plant near pools.

brilant iag can reach 80 feet al, 40 wide
par » g y P
burgundy; interesting branching patterns
fruit; attracts birds and butterflies
C i flowers in March 12-15 feet high; use as a specimen tree

prominent: i ies in fall 20-30feet tall, 12-15 feet wide:

Serviceberry

“Winter King'hawthorn  white blossoms from late spring to early summer; gold-

ved-purple fll foliage;fruitn fall-winter

2030 feet high and wide

PLANT

BEST FEATURES/WHEN

SPECIAL NOTES

SHRUBS

Burning bush brilliant red fll color 68 feetstandard height or 4-6 feet
dwarf;spread: 34 feet

Harry Lauder's 68 i

walking stick suckering variety.

‘Firepowernandina

g
fall and winter foliage

46 feet tall, 2 feet wide

semi-evergreen

purp foliage,

many varieties and sizes, from 6 inches
1015 feet high; geat for back of border

Hollies

red bertiesinfal; most are evergreen

many sizes and spreads; some are trees

Oakleaf hydrangea

flower May into June; peeling bark; red fallfoliage:

57 feet tall, 4-6 feet wide

‘Annabelle’ hydrangea

white flowers, yellow/chartreuse foliage

4-6feet high and wide

“Limelight' hydrangea

yellow-green blooms for five months, flowers dry

6:8 feet tal, 6 feet wide

beautifully
Heather Pinkish-purple flowers in winter 15-18 inches ta, 2-3 feet wide; ikes
humidity
Rosarugosa dark pink blooms, showy red-orange hips 6-10feettall and 6 feet wide;

ked
thorns so donit grow near pathways

Double’Knock Out'rose

pink blooms allsumrmer

2:3feet tall and wide; prune 2-3 times
during growing season starting in April

2:3feet tall and wide

Iteavirginica white flowers in spring, red foliage i fall native to wetlands in South Jersey;
6feettalland wide
Fothergilla honey-scented flowers in spring; foliage of red, orange 3105 feet tall,up to 5 feet wide

and yellow — all on the same leaf — lasts until snow

From left: When river
birch loses its leaves, the
exfoliating bark becomes
a landscape star. * The
texture and colors of
paperbark maple provide
year-round interest.

« Graceful hakonechloa
grass stands out next to
leatherleaf mahonia (at
ight, with berries that
follow its yellow
blossoms). * Goldenrod
serves as an easy-care
ground cover along this
Garden State driveway.
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PLANTS FOR YEAR-ROUND INTEREST (cont)

PLANT BEST FEATURES/WHEN SPECIAL NOTES
|
“Hamelnpennisetum fufy 23 feetleave
hardfreeze bloomson through winter
Hakonechioa tufts o yellow weeping blades, aimost white i sun 181024 inches tal 243 nches vide
Liriope alkgreen or variegate foiage with fall fower spikes typicalyabout 1 fot talland wide; cut
winter
PERENNIALS
“May Night'salvia deep purple lower spikes n mid-to ate springthatlast 1810 24 inches tal 15-18 nches wide

twotothree weeks; perennial

Russian sage
perennil forsivercolorin winter
“Solar Cascade g I 2eettal
ground cover
3feettall; space 18-24inches
Siberian iris
Shasta daisy white with yelow cente, perennial various heights;spread of 181024
inches
Astilbe Pl ink, purple, white, sair 1-5feettall, 3
vatering
“Autumn Joy'sedum ¥ i
late summer,earlyfll;perennial
Hellebores 1102t tal, 6-12inches wid
perennial ‘depending on variety; poisonous
BULBS/ANNUALS/GROUND COVERS
Daffodils yellow and white blooms inearly tolate sping; many are  various size, deeresistant
fragrant; perennial
3 18inchestall Brophy

winter; ground cover

15-18inchestall,12-18 wide;plantas
coobweather annual and replace with
warmseason annualsuch as petunias.

wanc ic toully flar, with nothing going on.” Perhaps
surprisngly, he says deciduous plans can provide nver-
et ven in winter. “You nced o provide 4 frame—a
backdrop of evergreens 5o the branching patterns of
deciduous plants will sand ou,” Brophy says.

"Todé has a diffrent take: “In winer, your decidu-
ous trees and shrubs drop their leaves and then cver-
greens like blue spruce sand out.”

Bark thar’s colorful and textural, water features,
omamental grasses with dried seed heads, snow-cov-
ered sculprures, and birdbaths and feeders placed s0
theye scen from indoors also amp up winte incerest,
nd Todé say:

Lighting that accents shapes and textures can
heighten interes chroughout the year bu is especally
important during the long nighs of winter

Then in carly spring, bulbs such as crocus and
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carly-blooming narcissus (daffodil) and wlips will
wake up the landscape with color. Bright pansies
planted in tandem will perk up che bulbs’ foliage
once their blooms fade. Later in the growing sea-
son, perennials will ycle into bloom, but usually
for just a few wecks. “We leave pockets in the
landscape to stick in annuals for color longevity
hrough all seasons,” Todé says.

A Tandscape should be like a symphony, like a
progression in which one ching removes and another
comes on,” Brophy says. Brophy, Todé and Dear sug-
gt the planes i the accompanying tabls as insru-
ments © perform that symphony. &

Mary Vinnedge, a regular contributor 0 Design N
and is fit editor, wries from her home in Texas,

Opposite: The flowers of
a Korean Stewartia tree
brighten the summer
landscape » The spring
flowers of star magnolias.
are fragrant and showy.

+ Comelian cherry
dogwood shows o a
bounty of golden flowers
in early spring.

This page, top: Winter
King’ hawthorn and felds
of daffodils pop against
green gras and ever-
greens in spring. The red
fruit of Winter King' lasts
into winter,  ‘Limelight'
hydrangea produces
vividgreen flower
usters for five months.
This page, bottom: The
delicate red leaves of
Japanese maple cll
attention to themselves
near omamental grases,
spruce and a water
feature. + Hakonechloa
grass, broackleaved hosta
and bronze-tinged
heuchera thrive in shade
and partsun gardens.




