FRONT ENTRY WAY AT PRIORY COURT.

League of Greater P 17th bicnnial Designer Showhouse & Gardens, she felt
ke her mother, Lucille, was sitting on her shoulder.

“The house is stone, inside and out, with these old-fashioned, arched casement windows. It
picce of art, really,” Gail said of the Gothic-styled home her parents had owned. “My mother used
t0 say, 'l wonder what somebody could do with these windows.’ When I got to see the house, I
saw what all of these incredibly talented decorators did with ﬂw windows, and I could hear my
mozhu]aubhmh sayi
s to the 28 interior and landscape designers e spent six weeks putting their per-
Rl stamp on their assigned spaces - cverything from a burler’s pantry to a cloister house/music
room to the grounds — for an cvent that is the Junior League’s most successful fundraiscr.

“It all flowed so nicely, and it was all so much fun,” Gail said. “Each room was diffcrent and
interesting. They did a great job respecting the architecture of the house, and they didn’t cover the
windows, they let them stand out. I was very pleased. It was, truly, a showhouse.”

‘The day Gail spent at the house - she lives in Cincinnati, where she is gastroenterologist - was
a joyful reminder of the past, and a celebration of her parents” ties to the Princeton community.

“There were a lot of people I didn’t know, but who knew my parents,” Gail said. It was like
celebrating them, and the beauty that was brought to their house.”

\/\/hm Dr. Gail Bongiovanni toured Priory Court just belore the opening of the Junior
ceton’

THE LANDSCAPE DESIGN WAS PERFORMED BY
All for a good cause RUTGERS LANDSCAPE & NURSERY

That beauty docsn’t happen overnight.

First, the Junior League must find a home that meets spe eria (20 - 25 rooms, excellent
character, interesting history, eye-catching architecture, curb appeal and solid structure) and whose
owners are willing to move out from the end of March through the middle of June.

‘Then, the Junior League reviews applications from interior and landscape designers; chooses
who will decorate the spaces; solicits corporate sponsorships and silent auction prizes and finally
publicizes the event. When doors open to the public, Junior League members and sustainers are
on hand to act as docents.

From start to finish, the process takes longer than a year.

But, the investment of time and effort is well spent: as the Junior League’s largest fundraiser,
proceeds from the Showhouse cnable the Junior League to contin mmitment of giving back
to the community through programs and projects focused on increasing the litcracy skills of young
children and their parents.

More than 3,000 people toured the Priory House in 2012. Ticket sales, corporate sponsorships,
donations, and proceeds from the café, boutiques, designer sales, Patron’s Party and Silent Auction
netted $115,000 for the group. (In total, Showhouses have netted $1,125,000 since the first one
in 1974

Members of the Junior League spent 2013, an off year, helping Mercer County Dress For Success
(DES) implement the Going Places Network by Walmart, (Walmart provided a grant to cover the
costs of hosting the program, and the Junior League provided the presenters and mentors.)

“This was the first year we launched a partnership with Dress For Success,” said Christina Bailey,
the Junior League’s communications chair. “We worked in a classroom setting for eight or nine
wecks with about 20 clients — these were women who wanted to get back to work or improve their
job situation.”

Minda added, “These women come from difficult situations, and are recommended through
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community instirutions.” Classes are held in
Lawrenceville, at Dress For Success’ Mercer
County headquarters.

Going Places is an organization with a
40-percent success rate across the country.
Eighteen women “graduated” from the first
one sponsored by the Junior League, and three
or four were already back at school or placed
in good jobs. A new scssion began Sept. 25.

Minda served as a mentor, coaching a single
mother of small children. The woman had
been laid off, and was thrilled when she was
chosen for the program.

“We helped her with her job search, and get-
ting her resume together. She had never been in
an office setting before, so she didn’t know she
couldn’t wear jeans,” said Minda. “She was
very grateful, and wrote me a note thanking
me for my mentorship. She got her degree in
July, and is very motivated to make a better life
for herself and her children.”

Other J gue members lent their skills
t0 the classes as well.

Wendy Komiathy, a co-chair for the 2014
Showhouse, said she worked with Katie to
present two sessions: how to put your best face
forward, and interview skills.

“We talked about how when you walk into
an office, you need to pay attention to all the
people around you, because they're paying at-
tention to you,” fendy. “And, we talked
about the inty - not just what
they should ask in an interview, but also could
be [legally] asked of them, giving them insight
to ensure an employer didn’t overstep his or
her bounds.”

ny uncertainty Wendy and Katie felt at the
beginning of the sessions was soon replaced
with clation.
We left there [the sessions] fecling so good.
It was so nice to meet and interact with these
ladics, and so much fun o sce the different
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personalities,” said Wendy.
“We learned a little about the women: one
was ..mu c student, another was underem-

ployed,” tie. “We've done so many
Eood things for childen, 50 0 add this was
really nice and rewardi

For almost cight ycars, Chr

a explained,
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Y THE CLOISTER MUSIC ROOM

she Junior League “worked almost exclusivel with ROCKETS (Raising Our Children's Knowl-
ul;,u by Educat cience). We also originated Teacher Launch Seminar,” a one-d:
igned to encourage more hands-on scien:

ntary teachers de
in the clasroom. For details, vist wwhej pg.org.

A complete makeover, inside and out

While the Showhouse raises money — and lots of it — for local community programs, it raises
mmuh.n,_dsc as well: visibility for the designers.

atic hair of the 2012 Showhouse, said, “It’

Kt ot nproncs Mindi Vs, saidl ~Whes o i .|pprn.|\hlllp, dcwgncn for the 2012
event, Deborah Leamann told us that if it weren't for the Junior League, she would never have
made it. It launched her business and kept her successful, as it has for so many others.”

Deborah Leamann would agree.

‘The owner of Deborah Leamann Interior Design, based in Pennington, NJ, was “extremely flat-
tered,” when invited to participate in her first Showhouse in 1993.

“What it does, especially for new and upcoming designers, is get what you do into a lot of peo-
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ple’s line of vision very quickly. It also shows
that you're serious, and that it’s not just a hob-
by, but a carcer,” she said.

The intensity of the process (lots of carly
mornings and late nights, packing and un-
packing, and hauling things here and there) is
quickly forgotten “once the phone calls start
coming in. It becomes a litle irresiseible! I a
total high.”

For Deborah, “Is the greatest thing since
sliced bread.” She likens Patron’s Night to
“opening night on Broadway. You're standing
[in the room you've decorated] and watching
people react, and you hear them say things
Tike, “Worw, this is fabuloust™

Deborah paricipates in a Showhouse as of-
ten as possible, both for the philanthropic con-
tribution, and the challenge of pulling some-
thing together very quickly.

At the Priory House, Deborah decorated the
Cloister House music room, where Albert Ein-
stein once performed.

“The room was exquisite - and huge!” Deb-
orah said. Her solution was to create three in-
timate seating areas, layer rugs on top of one
another, and install a custom-made bookease
and a concert gra

“I knew the room ‘worked’ when people
passing through sat down to play the piano,”
she said.

A Showhouse’s grounds also are primped for
the exposure.

At Priory Court, six landscape design compa-
nies worked to transform the home’s grounds
for the event. Kris Saniago of Rutgers Land-
scape and Nursery describes the process as a
lovely way to connect with the community and
try new stuff.

“You can really be playful. We had fun with
Priory Court because it was an older stone
home, and we could play off that rough stoni-
ness with planers. We used a sculprure by Ste-
ven Snyder from Point Pleasant, PA, as part of
one scction. He was so gracious to loan us one
of his sculprures.” MW
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of a lifetime. every day.
Lower School Open House [Grades PreK - 4]

‘Wednesday, November 13th 9:00 a.m.

Middle School Open House
Tuesday, November 5th 'rmu m.
Upper School Open House [Grades 9
day, November 17th 2:00 p.m.
609-924-6700x1200 www.pds.org
Grear Road, Pinecton; New




